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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: ETRN, IN, PK, AF 

SUB J : TRACTOR OVERFLIGHT PROBLEM 

REF: ISLAMABAD 1923 

1. ECONOMIC/COMMERCIAL COUNSELOR AND EMBOFF CALLED ON 
NAIM OF AMERPAAS DESK ON MAY 22. ARGUMENTS STRESSED FOR 
REQUESTING LANDING AND FEE WAIVER WERE AMERICAN EQUITY IN 
VESTMENT IN ESCORTS AND USG INTEREST IN IDA AND USAID IN- 
VOLVEMENT IN AFGHAN AGRICULTURAL PROJECT. ECON COUNS. 
POINTED OUT THAT BECAUSE OF LANDING FEES THE COST PER 
TRACTOR WOULD INCREASE BY $250. 

2. NAIM RESPONDED THAT HE SAW NO PROSPECT FOR GRANTING 
WAIVER. HE SAID IT WAS FIRM GOP POLICY TO REQUIRE TECH- 
NICAL LANDINGS FOR ALL NON-SCHEDULED FLIGHTS WITH EXCEP- 
TION THOSE INVOLVING VIPS. HE SAID THAT IF EXCEPTION 

WERE MADE FOR THIS CASE GOP WOULD HAVE TO MAKE EXCEPTION 
FOR OTHER REQUESTS. ZIEN ECON COUNS. ASKED IF IT WOULD 
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OVERFLIGHTS, NAIM SHOOK HIS HEAD. HE SAID THAT EVEN IF 
AN AMERICAN COMPANY WERE INVOLVED A TECHNICAL LANDING 
WOULD STILL BE REQUIRED. NAIM PROMISED HOWEVER TO RAISE 
THIS MATTER WITH HIS SUPERIORS AND 
OTHER APPROPRIATE 

AUTHORITIES AND WOULD INFORM EMBASSY OF THE RESULTS. 

3. AT DIPLOMATIC RECEPTION LATER SAME DAY, ECON COUNS. 
REVIEWED MATTER WITH AFGHAN EMBASSY COUNSELOR. HE WAS 
UNFAMILIAR WITH ISSUE BUT WONDERED WHETHER SOLUTION MIGHT 
NOT BE TO HAVE TRACTORS SHIPPED BY SEA FROM BOMBAY TO 
KARACHI AND THENCE UNDER BOND TO KABUL. WE HAVE NO KNOW- 
LEDGE WHETHER THIS WOULD BE CHEAPER THAN PROPOSED AIRLIFT 
WITH ADDED EXPENSE OF LANDING FEE. 

4. WILL NOTIFY YOU WHEN WE GET FINAL WORD FROM MFA. 

LUPPI 
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